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LawONES TO WATCH

Chehardy Schubert Elkins Krouse

Meredith Chehardy
attorney
Chehardy Sherman Williams

Meredith Chehardy handles civil and business 
litigation as well as health care, personal injury and 
corporate law. Prior to joining Chehardy Sherman 
Williams, she served as a law clerk/research attorney 
with the Louisiana Supreme Court. 

Chehardy is a member of the Louisiana State Bar 
Association and the Jefferson Parish Bar Association. 
She volunteers with the New Orleans Chapter of 
Susan G. Komen and is a member of the Krewe of 
Argus and a general board member of the Greater 
New Orleans Sports Foundation. She received her 
juris doctor from Loyola University with the highest 
grade in Constitutional Criminal Procedure. She 
received her bachelor of arts degree in psychology 
with a minor in sports management from Southern 
Methodist University.

Kristi Schubert 
attorney 
Lamothe Law Firm LLC Legal services

Kristi Schubert is an experienced civil litigation and 
personal injury attorney with active experience in 
jury trials in both state and federal court. She began 
her legal career at one of Delaware’s largest law 
firms, Potter Anderson & Corroon LLP, in Wilmington, 
Delaware, where she worked on multimillion-
dollar corporate law cases, including mergers 
and acquisitions, Chapter 11 reorganizations and 
commercial litigation. In 2012, she relocated to New 
Orleans and established Schubert Legal to focus 
on representation of individual citizens in their time 
of need. Schubert joined the Lamothe Law Firm in 
2017. Her areas of focus include vaccine-related 
injuries for children and adults all over the United 
States, civil lawsuits for sexual abuse victims and 
other personal injury matters including automobile 
accidents, premises liability claims, oil field accidents 
and medical malpractice.

Schubert is a member of the Louisiana Association 
for Justice, where she heads the LAJ Women’s 
Caucus Publications Committee and has written 
several articles for the LAJ Louisiana Advocates 
publication. She also received the 2015 LAJ 
Community Service Award and is a member of the 
Louisiana State and New Orleans Bar Associations. 
She graduated from Baylor University with a bachelor 
of arts in political science. She was awarded her juris 
doctor from Boston University, where she was a note 
editor for the Public Interest Law Journal as well as 

co-director of the Student Advisory Commission and 
co-chair for the Public Interest Project Charity Auction.

Gary Elkins
founding shareholder
Elkins PLC
 
Gary Elkins founded Elkins PLC in 1989.  He 
engages in a broad-ranging general business 
practice, including real estate development, federal 
and state tax credits, partnership, corporate and 
securities matters, mergers and acquisitions. He is 
a commercial litigator, experienced in tax-related 
litigation, administrative alternatives for resolution 
of tax disputes through the IRS appeals procedures 
and bankruptcy litigation. Elkins represents both 
privately and publicly held companies with respect 
to recapitalizations, corporate finance and federal 
securities law compliance. He has served as an 
arbitrator of securities disputes for the New York 
Stock Exchange and has been retained on numerous 
occasions as an expert witness in securities law and 
tax litigation matters. He has also served on the 
Securities Law Committee of the Young Lawyer’s 
Division of the American Bar Association.
 
Elkins represents and advises public entities 
and private developers in major real estate 
developments. He is a board certified tax specialist 
under the standards of the Louisiana State Bar 
Association specialization board, and is nationally 
recognized for his expertise with respect to federal 
tax incentives, including historic rehabilitation 
tax credits, conservation contributions (facade 
easements), low income housing tax credits, New 
Market Tax Credits and real estate syndications and 
tax representation of historic property development 
on a nationwide basis.  Most recently he assisted 
in the drafting of the newly adopted Texas State 
Historic Tax Credit statute, and currently represents 
a number of new developments that are using it, 
including the recently opened Statler Hilton project 
in Dallas. 
 
Elkins also has extensive expertise in public/private 
partnership developments, having served as real 
estate, tax, financing and/or development counsel 
for some of the largest projects in New Orleans, 
including the World Trade Center redevelopment, 
the Saenger Theater, the Maison Blanche/Ritz-
Carlton development, D.H. Holmes Building and 
Annex and the St. Thomas and Iberville housing 
redevelopments.
 
Elkins has served as a special lecturer on urban 
redevelopment, tax incentives for redevelopment 

and the use of public/private partnerships at 
the Kennedy School of Government of Harvard 
University, as well as at Georgetown University Law 
Center.  He has been recognized in “Best Lawyers 
in America” in both the real estate and taxation 
listings, together with similar recognition in “Super 
Lawyers,” “Lawyers of Distinction” of the American 
Bar Association and “Who’s Who in American Law.”  
He regularly lectures on these and related topics at 
national development and tax conferences. Elkins is 
a graduate of LSU and the LSU Law Center, and also 
holds an LL.M degree from Georgetown University 
Law Center in taxation.   

A.J. Krouse
founding member
Frilot LLC
A.J. Krouse concentrates his practice in the areas 
of commercial litigation, including health care, 
construction, commercial employment, class actions/
mass torts, product liability, environmental and 
maritime law. He has been appointed as a special 
assistant attorney general for the state of Louisiana 
since 2006. He also represents clients in various 
forms of alternative dispute resolution and has been 
selected to arbitrate and mediate disputes for other 
litigants. He has been selected as a court appointed 
special master and was designated as a “Master 
Mediator” by the American Arbitration Association 
in 2015.

Krouse is a frequent speaker on electronic discovery, 
mediation and arbitration issues.  He is a trainer 
of mediators and arbitrators and on the faculty of 
the American Arbitration Association University 
and American Health Lawyers Association Dispute 
Resolution Service. He also serves as chair of AHLA’s 
Program Planning Committee. Krouse served in the 
U.S. Army, Military Police Corps, from 1977 to 1981 
as a platoon leader, executive officer and battalion 
adjutant. He was honorably discharged as a captain 
in September 1981. He served as a federal judicial 
extern and federal judicial law clerk from 1983 to 
1985 in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District 
of Louisiana. He has been selected by the U.S. 
District Court, Western District of Pennsylvania to 
the eDiscovery Special Masters Panel. He is also a 
co-author of the College of Commercial Arbitrators 
“Guide to Best Practices in Commercial Arbitrations.”

Krouse is a member of the Louisiana, American, New 
Orleans and Federal Bar Associations, fellow of the 
Louisiana Bar Foundation, proctor of The Maritime 
Law Association and a member of the International 
Legal Technology Association and 




